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CAUTION 


AGAINST 


Tumultuous Petitions: 


From a 


Gentleman in the Conntrey, 


To his 


Friend in LONDON, 
Decemb, 30. 1679. 


SIR, 
6 d- little diſcourſe we had laſt, wherein my opinion and ſuffrage 


was deſired, concerning the reaſonableneſs of General Addreſſes of 
all the Members to the Head, in an univerſal diſtemper of the Body 3 
though in the humble dreſs of a Petition, hath yet ſo mutinous an 
Aſpe&, ascarries a prodigious horrour with it, and gives us the proſpe& of 
that calamity, diſorder, and confuſion, wherein ſuch prepoſterous motions and 
commotions do uſually determine by your ſelf procured, but juſt jadgment of 
an offended Deity to an infatuated People, that whilſt the wounds of a dete- 
ſtable Rebellion and Civil War are yet bleeding, are fiercely proſecuting its 
ſad revival. And the reſt of the men that were not killed by thoſe plagues ( men- 
tioned in Rev. 9. 20, 21. ) yet repented not of the works of their hands. The re- 
deemed Loyal Royalliſts repent not of their intemperancies, or at leaſt re{orm 
itgnat 3 neither the Papiſts of their Idolatries and Confpiracies 3 the Presby- 
teriatis and Parliamenteers of their Murthers, Sorccries, Fornications, and 
Thefts z thoſe Witchcrafts of Rebellion, wherewith they delude themſelves 
and their Proſelites, and are made meer Properties to carry on their malitious 
and 'ambitious deſigns of the active hands of ſubtil Projectors of all Factions. 
Andtoo late I fear we ſhall find the Jeſuits, though undilcern'd, to be the 
grand Promoters of theſe Petitions, and what they could not effect as Papiſts, 
they endeavour doubtlels as heretofore to accompliſh by Proteſtant Presby- 
terians, fowing the ſeeds of Sedition and Dyullen:tion ; and what thele Peti- 
tioners would be at, is evident by the late Inſurretion and Declaration of 
the Scotch Rebels, timely ſupprels'd by Divine Providence. So let all thine 
Ememies periſh, O Lard : Put let thoſe that love thee be as the Sun when he gocth 
forth i his might, that the Land may have ret many years. 
Nay, Sir, it was, and is yet my wonder, that a perſon of your ingenuity and 
| | parts 
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parts ſhould fall into this ſnare, and be caught with ſpecious pretences, which | 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to carry on a miſchievous Defign to ſubvert the 
Government, which they ſeem to endeavour to refifie and ſupport, and with 
this Bait to catch well-meaning men, firſt to ſubſcribe,..and then to purſue that 
Engagement, and what ere conduces to advancement, or ſhall be impoſed up. 
on them. 

Thus the Proteſtation,the fore-runner of the late War, had nothing in it, but 
what the beſt Proteſtant Chriſtian in the World might with a good Conſcience 
have ſubſcribed, and yet upon that foundation there followed dreadful Super- 
ſtrutures. Perhaps you will ſay, the Petition 1s recommended from Perſons 
eminent in the Nation, Patriots, and aflertors of the Peoples intereſts and wel-: 
fare : Theſe indeed are Perſons priviledged within doors, but they have no 
lawful Authority when out of the Houle, to promote any publick -Petitions-; 
neither are a multitude to be followed to do evil. 

There were no leſs than 250 ſuch Frinces of the Aſſembly famous in the Con- 
gregation, men of Renown, (\ays the Text, Numb. 16. 2.) And they gathered 
themſelves together againit Mojes and againit Aaron, diſputing their Preroga- 
tives, and ſaid unto them, Te take too much upon you, 8c. Neither did they leave 
out loneceſſary an ingredient to their purpoſe, as a complacent Complement 
to the People, by ſting them the holy Congregation of the Lord, every one 
of them. The dreadful conſequences of this follows in the Story: The Earth's 
Diviſion devours_them quick, to puniſh them for their Diviſion, and Fire from 
Heaven conſumes them, and the infeting minds of fourteen thouſand ſeven 
hundred Rebels and Murmurers met the Plague, and became mortally infe&i- 
ous to one another. And are thus far parallel'd in our Times, that though the 
Earth did not ſwallow theſe Rebels up quick, yet the Lord did a new thing, 
and the Earth did in a manner vomit up. thrce of the grand Rebels out of their 
graves, and ſince the Nation hath felt a War, and the bloudy City, whoſe ſcum 
1s yet in her, I fear hath felt the Fire and the Plague ; and though it be affirm'd 
the Fire was by Plot, yet I think few will venture to ſay the Peſtilence was a 
Plot. But theſe three prodigrous Judgments had their Meteors to declare 
whence they' came : Lord, when thy hand is lifted up they will not ſee, but they 
ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed tor their envy towards thy loyal People, ſo that a man 
ſhall ſay, Doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth the Farth. | 

How zealous God hath been for the ſupream Magiſtrate, and how ſevere'to 
ſuch as are over-bulic to cenſure or-pry*into the Errors of Princes, there is a 
notable example in the puniſhment of Mira, for leſſening her reverence and ' 
duty to Moſes, though a Brother, becauſe he had taken a Gipſie, or Ethiopian 
Woman, or to ſpeak in the language of our bad Times, a Miſs : And yet God ' 
ſaid to an Righ-Prieſt and a Propheteſs, Jherefore then were ye not yo fo ' 
ſpeak againſt my ſervant Moles f and the anger of the I ord was kindled againſt 
them, and Miriam became leprows, white as ſnow. Far be it from me to plead' 
for Incontinency, or any rhing ſcandalous to Chriſtianity, for I know it gives 
too much occaſion to the Enemies of God's Vice-gerent'to'blaſpheme, 'and - 
ſeems to be obnoxious to a puniſhment, like that of David in his Son Abſzlom.” 
But I would not have any one think, that the Errors of Princes ought to leſſen 
our Duties, | 

Let us therefore fear God and the King, and not meddle with thoſe that are 
given tochange, which I think is at this time a duty incumbent upon all that 
have the Cure of Souls, to preſs upon their Congregations. 

Sir, Your putting the Queſtion to me, muſt be my Apology for the declara-' 
tion of my thoughts upon this Subject, which comeste you in a moſt unfeigned 
Integrity from, \ Sir, Jour Afe@ionate Friend. 
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